CHAPTER XXI

CHRYSOPHYTA AND PYRROPHYTA. SOME YELLOW-
GREEN AND BROWN THALLOPHYTES

In the last chapter we had a survey of the green algae. That
division comprises many and various forms which appear to be
clearly derived from simple green flagellates and which are char-
acterized by a bright-green
color. In this chapter we will
take up plant forms, flagellates
and algae, in which the chloro-
phyll is more or less masked
by yellow and brown pigments
so that the plants have a
yellowish-green, golden-brown,
or brown appearance. Most
of these forms appear to be
related to each other, but they
do not form as homogeneous
a group as the green algae.
All of them are small forms,
and the great majority are
microscopic.

FIG. 572. Chlorochromonas minuta

Above, the first two figures show different
forms assumed by the flagellate; the
other two figures, the capture and en-
gulfing of a bacterium. Lower row,
three stages in division. (X 1100).
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CHRYSOPHYTA
General characteristics.
The subdivision Chrysopkyta
is made up of small and mostly
microscopic forms. One class, the diatoms, is of importance
because although its members are of microscopic size they are
very abundant in both fresh and salt water and serve as food
for a great variety of small organisms, and indirectly are a very
important source of food for the larger aquatic animals which.
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